Revista Ibérica de Aracnologia, n° 25 (31/12/2014): 102.
Grupo Ibérico de Aracnologia (S.E.A.). ISSN: 1576 - 9518.

NOTA CIENTIFICA
http://www.sea-entomologia.org

First record of Heterophrynus elaphus (Pocock, 1903)
(Amblypygi: Phrynidae) for Bolivia
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Abstract: New geographical data for Heterophrynus elaphus (Amblypygi, Phrynidae) represent the first Bolivian record of a

whip spider.
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Primera cita de Bolivia de Heterophrynus elaphus (Pocock, 1903) (Amblypygi: Phrynidae)
Resumen: Una nueva localidad para Heterophrynus elaphus (Amblypygi, Phrynidae) representa el primer registro boliviano de

amblipigidos.
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Due to their prevalent occurrence in tropical and subtropical regions,
their cryptic and nocturnal behavior and low abundance, whip spider
(Amblypygi) are not among the frequently collected and studied
arthropods. Therefore the distribution of many species is not known
(Harvey, 2002, 2007). However, in many museum or university
collections around the world, (often unidentified) specimens of these
arachnids can be found. Visiting and revising the collections can
even reveal new species (Pocock, 1894) and certainly improve the
data basis for the distribution of single species.

At the collections of the State Museum of Natural History
Karlsruhe 40 vouchers of several South American species are depos-
ited, originating from the studies of the former curator and
arachnologist Prof. Beck and his collaborators (Beck, 1972; Beck &
Gorke, 1974, under Admetus pumilio C.L. Koch). Among this mate-
rial are several specimens of Heterophrynus elaphus (Pocock, 1903)
from Bolivia. This species was, to date, only known from Peru
(Harvey, 2003). Moreover, to date no amblypygid species was
recorded from Bolivia (Harvey, 2003), so this is the first published
record of a whip spider from Bolivia and a new geographical record
for H. elaphus.

For identification of the specimens we have used the key in
Weygoldt (2002).

MATERIAL EXAMINED: 23d, 39Q: Bolivia, Beni, Prov.
Ballivian, Rurrenabaque (Lat. 14.442157, Long. -67.529867,
WGS84); Eduardo Forno leg., 12/1/1982, manual sampling at night,

from secondary forest, humid, on stones covered with moss and
lichens. Voucher SMNK-AMBLY 0046 deposited at Staatliches
Museum fiir Naturkunde Karlsruhe, Germany.
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